
The State Water Resources Control Board has launched an
effort to encourage K-12 schools in California to have their

drinking water tested for lead. As part of the effort, the board’s
Division of Drinking Water is issuing amended permits that
require community water systems to test the schools in their
service areas for lead if requested by school officials in writing.

Schools covered by the requirement include public, private,
charter, magnet and non-public K-12 schools. Preschools and day-
care centers are not included. Click here for more information.

Water systems that receive a request will have 60 days to make
contact with the school to schedule a meeting to develop a
sampling plan. Systems will have a total of 90 days from the time
the request is received to finalize the sampling plan and conduct
sampling at the school.

Required sampling locations include regularly used drinking
fountains, cafeteria / food preparation areas and reusable water
bottle filling stations.

In a news release announcing the testing requirement, the State
Water Board noted that because California “has newer
infrastructure and less corrosive water than other parts of the
country, lead problems at the tap are uncommon.” It further noted
that community water systems extensively test their drinking water
for lead, but lead can get into clean water at a school site if there
were corroded pipes or old fixtures at the school.

“While the presence of
lead in California’s water
infrastructure is minimal
compared to other parts of the
country, additional testing can
help ensure we are continuing
to protect our most vulnerable
populations,” Darrin Polhemus, deputy director of the State Water
Board’s Division of Drinking Water, said in the release.

In a letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and Office of Management and Budget, the American Water

Works Association is urging that water infrastructure needs be
addressed in the federal budget for fiscal year 2018. 

Specifically, AWWA recommended the budget:
• Fund the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act

(WIFIA) at $45 million, which is the amount authorized in the
Water Resources Reform and Development Act of 2014;

• Fund the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund at $1.8 billion; and
• Maintain funding at the levels found in the Further Continuing

and Security Assistance Appropriations Act of 2017 for research
to assist in preparing sound regulations related to drinking water.

Congress funded WIFIA for the first time in the
2017 budget, appropriating $20 million for the loan
program. WIFIA lowers the cost of large water
infrastructure projects by providing low-interest, long-
term federal loans to communities. AWWA noted in its
letter that based on estimates from the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee, funds
appropriated through the WIFIA program could be
leveraged at a ratio of 67:1. If the program were to
receive the $45 million authorized for fiscal year
2018, it could cover over $3 billion in credit
assistance.

The letter is available on AWWA’s website.

AWWA Urges Infrastructure Investment

State Rolls Out Lead Sampling in Schools Requirement
By LISA LIEN-MAGER, Association of California Water Agencies

Time to Renew Your OCWA Membership
Please take the opportunity today to renew your membership in the Orange County

Water Association.
Existing members can renew their membership through PayPal by using the

convenient Registration Form on the Association website.
2017 Membership Dues must be paid in full to qualify for discounted Member

Luncheon Pricing.
If you are not a member yet, and would like to join, click here to download a Membership

Application.
Dues for 2017 are $70.00. Checks, made payable to OCWA, can be mailed to the

Membership Committee at P.O. Box 51404, Irvine, California 92619-1404.
If you have any questions concerning membership, please call Ryan Gallagher at

(805) 298-3380, or you may email him at membership@ocwater.org.

MARCH, 2017
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Recently, Santa Barbara-based water attorneys Stephanie Hastings
and Amy Steinfeld with Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP

convened a historic meeting of nearly 100 of California’s top women
in the water industry. This first-ever “California H2O Women
Conference” brought together leading professional women represent -
ing all sectors of the industry to discuss the complex and uncertain
future of California’s water supply.

Invited speakers and guests – all leading female
water professionals – discussed bold new actions
being taken to address water supply challenges
amplified by the recent drought. Many remarked
that California’s “feast or famine” water supply
regime necessitates greater flexibility in the way we
use, move and store water, greater collaboration
across diverse interests, improved communication
among stakeholders and with the public, and
innovation. The conference provided a forum for
women to reflect on their history in this largely
male-dominated industry and the unique oppor tuni -
ties for women in the future. The meeting itself was
evidence of the significant impact women are
having in the water field and that as more women
enter science, technology,
engineering and legal programs,
the gender gap will narrow
further.

Hastings and Steinfeld set the
stage for the day by explaining that both water
providers and users have been impacted by the
sheer number and diver sity of new laws, regulations
and enforcement actions promulgated during and in
response to the drought.

Several panelists highlighted the substantial
investments made by their communities in securing
new and alternative supplies, as well as the
infrastructure needed to support them. They
reported that there’s been a material uptick in the
number of water providers applying for state loans
to support new capital projects like storage and
desalination facilities, upgrading outdated
infrastructure and securing customer commitments
to use alternative supplies like recycled water.

Along with emphasizing the importance of
industry collaboration, several speakers
underscored the importance of robust and effective
communication with the public about the vital role
of water. Communication – through education,
journalism and public relations – is essential in

educating and informing stakeholders and the public about the
technical, legal and political complexities of water. A panel of
prominent water journalists polled the audience to determine where
industry leaders receive their daily water news, what sparks their
interest and how they communicate to stakeholders. Interestingly,
both long-form, in-depth reporting and the shortest forms available,
Twitter and other social media, play integral roles in educating
stakeholders and customers today.

Fittingly, the conference closed with a reception including five of
Santa Barbara’s federal, state and local female elected officials –
allowing industry users, professionals and policymakers to share ideas
about how to manage our most important natural resource. Oppor -
tunities abound in the areas of improved innovation, management,
policy, and advancing technology and efficiency. While each water
leader brought a different perspective and diverse experience to the
day’s discussions, all conference participants agreed the water
industry is undergoing a fundamental paradigm shift. This presents a
unique opportunity for all engaged and passionate “California H2O
Women” to play a leading role in managing and protecting the water
supply so vital to the world’s sixth-largest economy.

Additional information about this historic conference and the
leading women speakers can be found here.

Stephanie Hastings

Amy Steinfeld

After five years of drought, the green hills sur round ing Diamond Valley Lake
will once again come alive with the bright oranges, blues, purples and reds of

the region’s native wildflowers.
The display of colors will be easily accessible to visitors of the lake’s seasonal

wildflower trail, which opened to the public February 24, and will remain open
daily until the blooms fade in late spring.

The wildflower bloom has started and is expect ed to
peak in mid- to late-March, when the hillsides will be a
carpet of color. In addition to fields of orange California
poppies – the state flower – visitors can expect to see
blue royal lupines, purple canterbury bells, yellow
ranchers fiddleneck, white popcorn flowers, and pink red maids, among other
wildflowers. The best time to see poppies in blooms is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., as
they need full sun.

The wildflower trail – part of the Southwestern Riverside County Multi-Species
Reserve – is a 1.3-mile loop extending from the Lakeview Trail. The trail is rated
as an easy-to-moderate hike with some rugged terrain and will be open from
sunrise to sunset. See page 5 of this newsletter for a map of the DVL trails.

The trailhead is accessible via the lake’s East Marina, entered at Domenigoni
and Searl parkways in Hemet. Parking is $7 and there is a $2-per-person Lakeview
Trail fee that includes a map of the wildflower trail and a wildflower guide.

For more information about the seasonal wildflower trail, visit the Diamond
Valley Lake webpage.

After Years of Drought, Wildflowers
Bloom at Diamond Valley Lake

Women Water Leaders from Around the State Gather
to Discuss California’s Pressing Water Supply Issues

Flower Trail

(seasonal) 

https://californiah2owomenconference.com
http://www.dvlake.com


Today, more than 500 million people
around the world lack access to clean

drinking water. Global warming, drought,
overconsumption, corporate greed,
terrorism and political corruption have all
contributed to a stark reality where fresh
water is scarce, expensive and not a
guaranteed human right. Coinciding with
World Water Day (March 22), National
Geographic has announced two new
projects from Academy Award winner Alex Gibney (Going
Clear, Taxi to the Dark Side) that will air throughout the month
of March and shed light on critical issues bubbling up around
the world and in our own backyards.

First, following a successful debut at the 2017 Sundance Film
Festival, is the feature documentary Water & Power: A California
Heist. Directed by Emmy award winner Marina Zenovich
(Roman Polanski: Wanted and Desired) and executive produced
by Gibney and Jigsaw Productions, the film unfolds like a real-
life version of the 1974 film noir Chinatown, as it peels back
the layers of California’s history of water manipulations.

Following a limited theatrical release in New York and Los
Angeles March 3, Water & Power: A California Heist will air

globally on National Geographic in 171
countries and 45 languages starting
March 14 at 9/8c.

For additional information, visit:
www.natgeotvpressroom.com.

Through candid interviews with
award-winning journalists, local citizens,
activists, state officials, environmental
attorneys, farmers, investors, scientists
and developers, Water & Power: A

California Heist examines pivotal events that now jeopardize
the state’s groundwater reserves and explores one of the most
urgent crises of our time: the privatization of a natural resource
that is essential to our survival as a species. While recent rains
have eased the drought across California, the ongoing drama of
the groundwater story – impacted by decades of pumping – is
only now coming to light.

Then, beginning on Tuesday, March 21, at 9/8c, National
Geographic and Jigsaw Productions present Parched, a three-
part companion series narrated by Gibney that investigates
water wars from West Virginia and Michigan to Syria and India.
The series explores the corporate, political and social interests
that are responsible for our water-limited future.

Would you like a unique opportunity to help
7,500 third, fourth and fifth grade Orange

County students enrich their knowledge of and
protect water and other natural resources?

You are invited to be a sponsor, a presenter
and/or a volunteer at the 21st Annual Children's
Water Education Festival to be held at the
University of California, Irvine on March 29-30.

Since its inception, the Festival has inspired and engaged more
than 115,000 Orange County elementary school students towards
careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM.)

Due to increased demand, the Festival will host 500 more
children this year, but it needs your help to accommodate them.
Hundreds of volunteers are needed for a variety of positions, such
as festival guides, registration attendants and activity aides, to

support this exciting event. Your invest -
ment as a sponsor to educate children that
they can be responsible by making “blue”
and “green” choices is your investment in
our future. Presenters will receive the
added satisfaction of teaching our youth
that they can make a difference in this
world by protecting and conserving our

precious natural resources.
The annual Children’s Water Education Festival is presented by

the Orange County Water District (OCWD), Disneyland Resort, the
National Water Research Institute, and OCWD's Groundwater
Guardian Team.

To sponsor, volunteer or present an activity, contact Crystal
Nettles at (714) 378-3202 or cnettles@ocwd.com. To register, go
to www.childrenwaterfestival.com.

21st Annual Children’s Water Education Festival
Seeks Sponsors, Presenters & Volunteers 

National Geographic Announces Airdates for Feature
Documentary: Water & Power: A California Heist

http://www.natgeotvpressroom.com
mailto:cnettles@ocwd.com
http://www.childrenwaterfestival.com


March Luncheon Topic

Enhancing Regional Water Supplies Through Stormwater
Capture at Prado Dam and Sediment Management

Greg Woodside, P.G., C.HG
Executive Director, Planning & Natural Resources, OCWD

The Orange County Water District (OCWD) and the United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) have a long-standing partnership
to utilize Prado Dam for temporary stormwater capture in a manner
that does not affect the flood risk management provided by the dam.
Stormwater temporarily held at Prado Dam by USACE is released
from the dam for recharge into the OC Groundwater Basin through
OCWD recharge facilities downstream of the dam in the cities of
Anaheim and Orange. OCWD and USACE worked together the last
two years to implement a temporary deviation to the Prado Dam
Water Control Manual to allow additional stormwater capture. The
two agencies are also working on a long-term plan to increase storm -
water capture at Prado Dam. Sediment management measures in Prado
Basin are also being evaluated to address (1) the decline in stormwater
capture due to sediment accumulation and (2) potential environmental
effects related to sediment accumulation. This presentation will describe
these joint activities of OCWD and USACE to enhance regional water
supplies and the environment in Prado Basin.

Presenter:
Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Dave & Buster’s Restaurant S Irvine Spectrum Entertainment Center

11:30 am: Registration S 12:00 – 1:30: Lunch & Presentation

OCWA Members with Reservations . . . . . . $30
OCWA Members without Reservations. . . $40

Non-Members with Reservations . . . . . . . . . $40
Non-Members without Reservations . . . . . $40

Reservations must be made by Noon, Tuesday, March 14, to qualify for the Reservation Rate.
Cancellations received AFTER this date CANNOT be refunded.

To make reservations, please go to the OCWA website: www.ocwater.org

For more information, contact Leticia Villarreal at (714) 378-3203
Please identify yourself by name and membership number (number is printed on the newsletter mailing label.)

RSVP IS A FINANCIAL COMMITMENT.  NO-SHOWS WILL BE BILLED

Exhibitor and Sponsorship Opportunities
for the 2017 IWA Conference (July 23-27)

Exhibitor and Sponsorship Opportunities are now available
for the 11th IWA International Conference on Water

Reclamation and Reuse, to be held July 23-27, 2017, in Long
Beach, California. NWRI, Water
Environment & Reuse Foundation, and
WateReuse California are partnering to
organize this event in conjunction
with the International Water Associa -
tion (IWA). The conference will bring
together water reuse practitioners from around the world to
network, learn, and exchange information. The program is
still being finalized. More information is available at on the
conference website.

Speaker Explained Collaborative
Design-Build in an Era of Drought

Key Contacts

Membership
Ryan Gallagher
(805) 298-3380

membership@ocwater.org

Legal Counsel
Jeff A. Hoskinson

(949) 851-1300, x219
jhoskinson@bawg.com

Luncheon Info
Leticia Villarreal
(714) 378-3203

lvillarreal@ocwd.com

Programming
Gregorio Estrada

(714) 730-2391
Gregorio.Estrada@hdrinc.com

OCWA’s Board of Directors
meets on the third Wednesday

of each month,
unless notified otherwise.

The next meeting is
scheduled for:

March 15, 2017
10:30 am to Noon

Dave & Buster’s Restaurant
Irvine Spectrum

Entertainment Center

✦ ✦  ✦

Unless otherwise noted, all articles in this
newsletter reflect the views or opinions of the
authors and not the official opinion of OCWA,

its membership or Board of Directors.
All Advertisements contained in the newsletter

are subject to the OCWA Advertising Policy.
The OCWA Advertising Policy is available

on request from the Association.
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Roni Young

(949) 234-5410
vicepresident@ocwater.org

Secretary
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(714) 730-2391

secretary@ocwater.org

Treasurer
John Robinson
(626) 375-9389

treasurer@ocwater.org

Directors
Michael Sinacori
(949) 644-3342

msinacori@newportbeachca.gov

Ryan Gallagher
(805) 298-3380

rgallagher@kehgroup.com

Bobby Young
(949) 837-7050
byoung@etwd.com

Ex-Officio
Jason Dadakis
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Education & Competition
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Public Outreach
Roni Young
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ryoung@socwa.com

Newsletter & Webmaster
Tim Hogan

(714) 903-3991
timhogan@socal.rr.com

Ken Ortega, Assistant General Manager & Chief
Engineer, Water Replenishment District of Southern
California, explained to the OCWA membership in
February how his agency, faced with challenging
times, budget constraints and a critical need for
clean water, used colla bo rative design-build to meet
its pressing infrastructure needs.

This critically important topic, and WRD’s
innovative approach, was the latest presentation in a
continuing series OCWA is bringing its members
and guest. Plan to attend this month’s luncheon
meeting. You won’t want to miss it!
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