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SETTLEMENT REACHED IN TORCIDO CREEK ROAD LITIGATION 
Road to be opened and access restored to Costilla County landowners 

with rights of access to Taylor Ranch under Lobato v. Taylor 

San Luis, Colo. – August 17, 2011 – The Land Rights Council, Inc., a Colorado non-
profit organization located in San Luis, today announced that the Torcido Creek Road 
litigation has been settled, subject to court approval. When approved, the settlement will 
open the Torcido Creek Road and the Torcido Gate, providing Costilla County 
landowners access to the Taylor Ranch for livestock grazing, firewood gathering and 
timbering. This litigation is part of the 30-year-old Lobato v. Taylor case and specifically 
emerged from the Colorado Supreme Court’s 2003 ruling to confirm access rights. 

The 2003 decision did not include Torcido Creek Road, which runs through the Mountain 
Lake Ranch Subdivision and is the only entry to the Torcido Gate. The road was blocked 
with boulders last fall, prompting a group of Costilla County landowners to bring suit on 
April 8, 2011. 

The Torcido Creek Road settlement, which still must be approved by the court, will grant 
road and gate access to all people with rights to the Taylor Ranch portion of the Cielo 
Vista Ranch. It does not cover people with rights only to the Salazar Estate portion of 
Cielo Vista. Final approval is likely by the end of this year.  

“Preserving rights established for landowners in the nineteenth century is one of the 
fundamental purposes of the Land Rights Council, and we are pleased to see the 
Torcido Gate opened to them,” said Council President Norman Maestas. “The settlement 
completely fulfills the plaintiffs’ objectives in bringing the suit, and is a victory for the 
people of Costilla County.”  

“This settlement shows what reasonable adversaries can do when they put their minds 
to settling a longstanding, major issue,” said Lawrence Treece, lead counsel for the 
plaintiffs. “I commend the defendants on their attitude and cooperation, and hope this fair 
settlement can restore a spirit of goodwill between the contending groups.” 

The Plaintiffs in the case are being represented on a pro bono basis by a team of 
lawyers at the law firm of Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, a well-known and respected 
regional law firm, with a substantial litigation and real estate practice. The team is 
headed by Lawrence W. Treece, a litigator and trial lawyer who has practiced in Denver 
for more than 40 years. The case was also supported by the Colorado Lawyers 
Committee, an organization of lawyers devoted to providing high-quality legal assistance 
on a pro-bono basis in large cases of significant public importance, and which has been 
involved in providing assistance in the Taylor Ranch litigation for many years. Additional 



 

background on the settlement and the history of the case is included in the attached 
briefing document. 
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